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Geographical Literature and Maps 931 

Aus dem Marchenlande von 1001 Nacht. Beobachtungen und Abenteuer 
eines Geologen in nOrdlichen Persien. I. Band. Von Hans Pohlig. xii and 
208 pp., illustrations and index. Verlag von Gustav Korner, Leipzig. Mk. 2. 

8x5^. 

The author is Professor of Geology in the University of Bonn. His visit to 
northwestern Persia was largely to study its geology. He found, upon return- 
ing home, that most of his scientific results and many observations of a general 
nature, had not yet appeared in literature relating to this region. His route 
was from the Russian Black Sea Port of Novorossinsk (ice free the year around) 
to Batum; thence to Tiflis, the capital of Trans-Caucasia, thence southward 
by rail to Erivan and then to Mt. Ararat on the boundary between Trans- 
Caucasia and the extreme northwest of Persia. He traveled southward to 
Choi and Tabris and to the latter city he gives the two concluding chapters of 
the first volume. The book is a general description of his journey, with geo- 
logical notes along the way, but in this popular account, geology is not more 
prominently presented than geographical description and characterization of 
the peoples, their life, well-being, industries, etc. The author comments only on 
things that are well worth while. It is a very readable and informing book. 

Religion und Kultur der Chinesen. Von Wilhelm Grube. vii and 220 pp., 
and illustrations. Verlag von Rudolf Haupt, Leipzig, 1910. M. 3. 

This is a posthumous work and one which makes us sorry that we shall have 
no more contributions by the author on the subject. He places special emphasis 
on the fact that, of all ancient civilisations, that of China is, although the most 
remote, the only one that has survived to this day, in its ancient form. What- 
ever changes have taken place in China since the oldest times are insignificant 
in comparison with the astonishing stability of its conditions in general: language 
and religion, public and domestic life, habits and customs, as we find them illus- 
trated in its uninterrupted historical traditions whose authenticity has been 
proven as far back as 841 B. C. The geographical isolation of the country is 
the paramount cause of this astonishing conservatism. Throughout her history 
China came in contact with only those peoples whose civilisations were inferior 
to her own. They could not teach her anything, and gave her no competition 
which would have stimulated progress. 

As a compendium of what every student of China ought to know about its 
religion and cult, no better book than this can be imagined. M. K. Genthe. 

I/Indochine francaise. Par Henri Russier el Henri Brenier. 356 pp. , avec 

56 Gravures dans le texte et 4 Cartes hors texte en couleur. Librairie Armand 
Colin, Paris, 1911. Fr. 4. 7^x4}^. 

In two years this work has passed from a text book of local geography de- 
signed for use in the secondary schools of Hanoi' in teaching the Indo-Chinese, 
and this second edition embraces the wider scope of a valuable geographical 
compendium of the Asiatic possessions of France. How great that colony is 
may best be shown by comparison with the metropolis; the sum of the areas of 
the five lands of the peninsula, Tonkin, Annam, Cochin China, Cambodia and 
Laos, falls little short of being half as large again as France. Nor is area the 
only criterion ; despite the expenses of the earlier wars of conquest this colony 
has come into economic importance, the only French colony which is by way 



